ST EE
RIRFBRKFEREREAZRER
ANEAEFEFREHFER

ELHRE 2 H

%‘ié:—.\}\%;%uj\%iﬁ
AR - REE FEH
/INa 3L

EETEH

1. 8HEHBET, FEREE LW TEHWIT 2,

2. REBNE. BERTORBIZRES LRLEZTATEI L,
Eie, BERBEOZBREEWMCKNTSRESZEATHE,

3. MBI, TATHERRICEATSI L,

4. REHTH, MEAKESDTTTOAKEEIIRT S,

ZBRES B4




/NERICERRE . 1) informal conversation (2 L TEENIBRTVE Z & OEH 2T
TLTIEEY, 2) Bzt ¥o Lk 57 informal conversation ZEETITH L RAWE E
WETH, EEFAIEZETFLRALTALTIFE N,

What is informal conversation?

Informal conversation involves two or more people talking to each other with an
emphasis on the interactional rather than transactional aspects of conversation
(Brown, 1978). That is, informal conversation is not carried out to convey
important information but to maintain friendly contact through interaction. At
elementary levels, informal conversation involves memorized dialogues, but as

proficiency develops, the conversation becomes more unpredictable.

What are the learning goals of informal conversation?
Table 8.1 presents the learning goals of informal conversation.

The major learning goal of informal conversation involves learning the language
and skills needed to talk with others in a friendly co-operative way. At the same
time, informal conversation involves learning the vocabulary and multi-word
expressions typically used in social interaction. The skills of interaction include
speaking with a reasonable level of fluency, being able to deal with conversational
difficulties and misunderstandings, and being able to start, maintain, or end the
conversation. Biber and Conrad's (2009) research on text types suggests that the
spoken language/written language distinction is the one most marked by
vocabulary and grammatical differences.

How does informal conversation help Ieariling?

Much learning during informal conversation will be incidental, but early in a
course there should also be a substantial amount of deliberate rote learning of
multiword units, phrases, and sentences. These should be learned to a good level of
fluency. There will also be the opportunity to learn through negotiation and
language-related episodes which temporarily deliberately focus on areas of
misunderstanding or lack of understanding in the context of conversation. In
essence, informal conversation helps learning the skill of speaking through a large
quantity of highly transferable practice.



TABLE 8.1 The goals of informal conversation
Goals _ Specific focuses

Language Learning new vocabulary and grammatical features for productive use.

Strengthening and enriching partly known vocabulary and grammar
with a focus on accuracy in spoken production

Ideas.

Skills. Learning the interactional language and skills of conversation

Text. Learning how to start, maintain, and end a conversation,

Note: The major goal is in italics.

(Source: Nation, I.S.P. (2025). The Twenty Most Effective Language Teaching
Technigues, Routledge, 101-102.)



